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INTRODUCTION 

Having recently undertaken and completed an extensive and far- 
ranging series of focus groups on the subject, the Emily Hall Tremaine 
Foundation in 1995 commissioned Roper Starch Worldwide to 
conduct a nationwide study measuring public awareness and 
knowledge of learning disabilities. 

Clearly the need for such information cannot be overstated. Learning 
disabilities have for too long been overlooked, and worse, 
misunderstood. Often referred to as the "hidden handicap," learning 
disabilities affect approximately 15% of the population and, according 
to the U.S. Department of Education, 50% of all students in special 
education in the public schools — about 2.25 million children — have 
learning disabilities (1992). Further, of those students identified as 
learning disabled, it is estimated that 35% drop out of school, fully 
twice the rate of their non-disabled peers (Source: National 
Longitudinal Transition Study, 1991). With this as a backdrop, 
children continue to be born with learning disabilities, continue to go 
undiagnosed, continue to fall behind, and worse. And still they remain 
widely misunderstood — both the children of learning disabilities, and 
learning disabilities themselves. 

One of the major goals of the study at hand is to measure the level of 
understanding about learning disabilities among Americans and the 
extent of the confusion and uncertainty that exists. As a point of 
common understanding, this study utilizes and accepts the following 
definition of learning disabilities as the best current working definition 
available, and presented it to respondents mid-way through each 
interview: 
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"The term 'learning disability' means a disorder in one or more of the 
basic processes involved in understanding spoken or written language. 
It may show up as a problem in listening, thinking, speaking, reading, 
writing or spelling or in a person's ability to do math, despite at least 
average intelligence. The term does not include children who have 
learning problems which are primarily the result of visual, hearing or 
physical handicaps, or mental retardation, or emotional disturbance, or 
of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage." 

Through both the focus groups and this study, the Emily Hall 
Tremaine Foundation has cultivated a base of knowledge and 
information which until now simply did not exist. The results of this 
groundbreaking study follow. 
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OBJECTIVES 

The key objectives of this research were the following: 

• To measure awareness and knowledge of learning disabilities; 

• To identify stigmas and barriers to understanding; 

• To measure the relative appeal of various information sources; and 

• To test potential messages about learning disabilities. 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 



Telephone interviews were conducted with a nationwide cross-section 
of 1,200 adults ages 18 and older. Utilizing a Random Digit Dialing 
(RDD) sampling methodology to locate respondents, interviews were 
conducted between January 3 and January 22, 1995. 

Interviews followed a "pre-test/post-test" structure: interviews began 
with a "blind" discussion of attitudes towards and knowledge about 
learning disabilities (Q1-Q12) prior to providing respondents with an 
actual definition of what learning disabilities are; after reading a full 
definition of learning disabilities, discussion continued (Q13-Q23) in 
light of this definition. 

By waiting until half-way through the interview to define learning 
disabilities, this structure allows for the measurement of current 
opinions and knowledge of a subject respondents may know little 
about, as well as for the measurement of their opinions in light of a 
single definition that encapsulates the best description of learning 
disabilities to date. A complete description of the methodology and a 
posted questionnaire are included in the Appendix. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



• Three in ten Americans claim direct experience with learning 
disabilities. The least well-educated members of society are the 
most likely to identify themselves as learning disabled. 

• Americans recognize that learning disabilities are prevalent, yet at 
the same time they are widely misunderstood. 

• The American public's true ignorance of learning disabilities 
becomes abundantly clear when we ask whether nine conditions 
are associated with learning disabilities — majorities believe that 
all nine are, and range from a low of 60% (blindness) to a high of 
85% (mental retardation). In short, there is an overwhelming need 
for widespread — and targeted — education in this area. 

• It appears that learning disabilities are being identified earlier now 
than in the past, with increased diagnosis coming primarily during 
elementary school. Seven in ten Americans believe that learning 
disabilities should be identified as early as preschool. 

• Where would Americans turn if they were told that a child of theirs 
had learning disabilities? As one might expect, such a diagnosis is 
instinctively a family concern; 98% of the American public would 
discuss it within their own family. Nearly equal numbers of 
Americans believe some action must be taken: 95% would seek 
medical or professional help. Three out of four Americans would 
discuss it with their friends. 
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• Americans' primary information sources about learning disabilities 
are schools, doctors, and libraries, which we know are sources ill- 
prepared to handle these inquiries. 

• The term "learning differences" is somewhat more palatable than 
learning disabilities. 

• Americans believe that teachers can adapt their teaching styles to 
individual needs, but express concerns about time and training. 

• When discussion turns from teaching styles to dollars and cents, . 
Americans are divided right down the middle about whether more 
resources should be devoted to the learning disabled (45%), or 
instead to basic services for all children (45%). 

• Funding discussions can not be framed as a zero-sum game to 
teachers or the American public if increased spending to teach 
learning disabled children is to be supported. 

• Increasing the American public's knowledge about learning 
disabilities tends to increase their financial support, or at least their 
willingness to consider increased spending for learning disabled 
children. 
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The American public is very open to a variety of messages about 
learning disabilities, all of which would make overwhelming 
majorities of Americans more supportive of spending additional 
resources to help teach children with learning disabilities — of six 
such statements tested, support generated for more funding ranges 
from a low of 79% to a high of 93%. 

Children are not the only ones struggling with the impact learning 
disabilities present, and majorities of Americans agree that adults 
who have learning disabilities suffer injustices as well. 

The American public reflects the widespread confusion that exists 
in the learning disability community regarding how to define 
iearning disabilities. 
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 



The survey measured Americans' personal experience with the 
symptoms often associated with learning disabilities: 

• Of nine obstacles to learning tested, trouble concentrating on 
school work is the most frequent problem Americans report that 
they (16%) or someone else in their family (27%) have 
experienced. 

• One in ten Americans report that they have experienced trouble 
learning despite being of average or above average intelligence, 
and about 2 in 10 say someone else in their family has. 

• About the same number of Americans report that they (about 1 in 
10) or someone else in their family (about 2 in 10) were slow 
learners or have experienced hyperactivity, problems in school 
requiring special assistance or special education classes, trouble 
organizing information, and trouble learning how to read. 

• As symptoms often associated with learning disabilities. 
Americans' experience with these symptoms closely parallels the 
estimated 15% of Americans who have learning disabilities. 
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Have You or Anyone in Your Family Experienced Any of the 
Following? [Q.5] 



Yes, 

respondent 



Yes, someone 
else in family 



□ 



No 



23 



Don't know 



Trouble concentrating on school work 



Average or above average 
intelligence, but having 
trouble learning 



mm 




57% 






Hyperactivity 



70 



U 











71 











Slow learner 

Problems in school requiring 
special assistance or 
special education classes 

Trouble organizing information 



I 17 



74 



1 HI ' 


73 




KB .a 


73 



Trouble learning how to read 



15 



77 



Numbers and letters reversing 
when you try to read them 



10 



82 



Trouble learning how to write 



I 



87 



13 
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Two out of three American households (65%) have experienced 
one of the nine obstacles to learning. 



• Almost a third of Americans (28%) have experienced one or more 
of the obstacles to learning personally. 

• Nearly half of Americans (48%) say that someone else in their 
family has experienced at least one of the obstacles. 

Have You or Anyone in Your Family Experienced Any of the 
Following? [Q.5] 

(Net: experienced one or more symptoms) 



Yes, respondent 



Yes, someone else in family 



NET, someone in family 
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• Absent a definition of what learning disabilities are-and recall that 
as yet none has been offered-almost a third of Americans (29%) 
say that they (7%), their child (9%) or someone else close to them 
(13%) has learning disabilities. 

• That being said, seven in ten report that no one they know has 
learning disabilities. 



Do You or Does Anyone Close to You Have Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.7] 



Don't know/ 
Refused ( 1 %) 



Respondent 



No one 




Someone else close 
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CHICKEN OR EGG? 



The least well educated are twice as likely as the rest of the population 
to say they personally have learning disabilities. 

• Which is the chicken, which is the egg? The least educated may 
well have dropped out of school because they have learning 
disabilities. Alternatively, it is also possible that those who have 
experienced trouble with school rightly or wrongly identify their 
difficulties with learning disabilities. 

• Women (12%) are twice as likely as men (6%) to say a child of 
theirs has learning disabilities. 

• Young Americans (9%) are twice as likely as older Americans 
(4%) to say they personally have learning disabilities, possibly 
reflecting the increasing awareness of learning disabilities relative 
to a generation ago. 



Do You or Does Anyone Close to You Have Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.7] 



Education 













Age 




Non- 
High 
School 


High 
Schl. 


Some 


College 
Grad 
or 




Total 

% 


Male 

% 


Female 

% 


19-34 

% 


35-54 

% 


55+ 

% 


Grad 

% 


Grad 

% 


College 

% 


More 

% 


Person has 
experience 
with LD's 
(NET) 


29 


25 


32 


32 


32 


20 


38 


26 


2Q 


25 


Respondent 


7 


7 


7 


9 


8 


4 


12 


6 


6 


6 


Child 


9 


6 


12 


6 


14 


5 


12 


8 


10 


7 


Someone else 
close 


13 


12 


14 


17 


11 


12 


14 


13 


14 


14 


No one 


21 


25 


62 


6S 


62 


22 


62 


22 


62 


25 



13 
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It appears that learning disabilities are being identified earlier now 
than in the past, with increased diagnosis coming primarily during 
elementary school. 

• Seventy-one percent of Americans with direct learning disability 
experience report that they were diagnosed during elementary 
school (46%) or earlier (25%). 

• For their children with learning disabilities, eighty-two percent 
were diagnosed during elementary school (56%) or earlier (26%), 
with a ten percentage point increase in diagnosis during elementary 
school compared to their parent's diagnosis. 



When Was It Determined That You/They Had Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.8] 

(Base: Has direct experience with LDs) 





Total 


Respondent 


Child 


Someone else 




with LD 


with LD 


with LD 


close with LD 


Before elementary school 


% 
34 


% 
25 


% 
26 


% 
37 


Elementary school 


36 


46 


56 


39 


Middle school/junior high 


10 


8 


5 


14 


High school 


3 


6 


3 


2 


Later than high school 


4 


12 




3 


Don't know/Refused 


3 


2 


1 


4 



JLO 
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While a slim majority of those Americans who have personally 
experienced learning disabilities do not report discrimination in 
education, many do. 

• Significantly, of those Ameri ..ans who state they have learning 
disabilities, more than 4 in 10 (44%) perceive that they received 
less than equal treatment during their school experience because of 
their learning disabilities. 

• Just over half (55%) perceived that they were treated equally. 



In Your Child's School Experience, Was/Is Your Child Treated 
Equally To Other Children or Was/Is Your Child Treated As 
Somehow Less Than Equal To Other Children? [Q.10] 



(Base: Has LDs) 



Don't know/Refused 




A generation later, when parents think of the experience their 
learning disabled children have had or are having at school, again 
about 4 in 10 parents perceive their children are being treated as 
less than equal. 

Equal treatment appears to have neither improved nor decreased, 
as the same number of parents (55%) perceive equal treatment of 
their children as they did themselves. 

However, more parents are uncertain about their children' s 
experience than they are of their own. 



In Your School Experience, Were You Treated Equally To Other 
Children or Were You Treated As Somehow Less Than Equal To 
Other Children? [Q.9] 



(Base: Has IDs) 



f — Not asked (1%) 



Treated as less than equal 
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What does the term learning disabilities mean to the American public? 
Clearly, confusion abounds in their volunteered responses. 

• When they hear the term learning disabilities, Americans are most 
likely to think of slow learners (21%) and learning differently, 
unconventionally or processing information differently (20%). 

• Another 12% think of difficulty comprehending or absorbing 
information. 

• Nine percent of Americans think of dyslexia and 8% think of short 
attention span or trouble concentrating. 

• Six percent associate learning disabilities with reading difficulties, 
while half as many think of writing problems. 

• A troubling 5% of Americans associate learning disabilities with 
mental retardation or a low IQ. 

• Only 2% think of hyperactivity. 



What Do You Think of When You Hear the Term Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.6] 

(Volunteered) 



Slow learner 



21* 



Learn in a different way/ 
Not the conventional way of learning/ 
Process info differently 

Difficulty comprehending/ 
Absorbing information 



12 



20 



Dyslexia 



Short attention span/ 
Trouble concentrating 

Reading problem/ 
Not able to read 



Mental retardation/Low IQ 



Some type of handicap 




Need extra help/Tutoring 




Not able to write 




Hyperactive 



18 
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High school drop-outs are most likely to define learning 
disabilities as being a slow learner. This may help to explain why 
non-high school graduates are most likely to say they personally 
have learning disabilities. 

Yet, even the most well educated, and those who claim to have 
personal experience with learning disabilities, cannot define 
learning disabilities accurately. 



What Do You Think of When You Hear the Term Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.6] 

(Volunteered) 



Education 



Slow learner 

Learn in a 
different way/ 
Not the conven- 
tional way of 
learning/Process 
information 
differently 



Total 

% 
21 



20 



ISrM 

% 
26 



22 







Non- 




College 






Age 




High 


High 


Grad 


Total 


No 




School 


Schl. 


Some or 


exper. 


exper. 


35-54 


55+ 


Grad 


Grad 


CpHege More 


w/I,D 


w/LD 


% 


% 


% 


% 


% % 


% 


% 


20 


16 


30 


21 


18 16 


20 


21 



22 



14 



13 



19 



23 



24 



19 



20 



19 



ERIC 



23 



Further evidence of confusion arises when Americans are asked to 
distinguish among nine possible symptoms of learning disabilities. 

• Majorities of Americans are willing to accept all nine symptoms as 
indicators of learning disabilities — yes responses range from a 
low of 57% (average or above average intelligence, but having 
trouble learning) to a high of 78% (trouble learning how to read). 

• Top symptoms believed to be indicators of learning disabilities 
include trouble learning how to read, numbers and letters reversing 
when you try to read them, and problems in school requiring 
special assistance or special education classes, at 78%, 77% and 
76% percent respectively. 

• Sixty-eight percent believe that being a slow learner is an indicator 
of learning disabilities. 



Are Each of the Following Sometimes An Indication of Learning 
Disabilities, Or Not? [Q.ll] 



Yes, 

sometimes 



□ 



No, not an 
indication 



Don't Know- 



Trouble learning how to read 



20% 



2% 



Numbers and letters reversing 
when you try to read them 

Problems in school requiring 
special assistance or 
special education classes 

Trouble learning how to write 




Trouble organizing information 



6y ,:, . 



0 



Slow learner 




Trouble concentrating on school work 



Hyperactivity 



Average or above average 
intelligence, but having 
trouble learning 



*' v i 


33 






- ,\V :. - ' 

\" 58 ' . - 


38 






- S '■ 57 - v , 


36 
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How do the most informed and involved groups — teachers, and 
Americans reporting direct experience with learning disabilities — 
differ from Americans overall with regards to these symptoms? 

• Overall, teachers are more likely than the American public to 
perceive that all nine are symptoms of learning disabilities — 
acceptance among teachers ranges from a low of 70% (slow 
learner) to a high of 91% (trouble learning how to read). 

• Seven in ten teachers (70%) agree with the American public that 
being a slow learner is sometimes an indicator of learning 
disabilities, although this is the least likely indicator from the 
teachers' perspective. 

• At the top of all three lists is trouble learning how to read, which 8 
in 10 Americans, 9 in 10 teachers and almost 9 in 10 with direct 
learning disability experience believe is sometimes an indicator. 

• Nearly equal numbers of Americans (8 in 10), teachers (9 in 10) 
and those with direct learning disability experience (8 in 10) also 
believe dyslexia and school problems requiring special assistance 
or special education classes are sometimes indicators. 

• The American public is least likely to perceive average or above 
average intelligence to be an indicator of learning disabilities. Yet 
even this garners a majority of belief among Americans and those 
with learning disability experience (6 in 10 each) and among 
teachers (8 in 10). 
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Are Each of the Following Sometimes An Indication of Learning 
Disabilities, Or Not? [Q.ll] 



{ ICS l\copurloco J 


Total 

fit 


Teachers 

fit 


Total 
cxp6r. 

or 
vo 


Trouble learning how to read 


78 


91 


85 


Numbers and letters reversing 
when you try to read them 


77 


89 


79 


Problems in school requiring 
special assistance or special 
education classes 


76 


86 


84 


Trouble learning how to write 


71 


78 


78 


Trouble organizing information 


69 


84 


79 


Slow learner 


68 


70 


76 


Trouble concentrating on 
school work 


64 


79 


73 


Hyperactivity 


58 


79 


61 


Average or above average 
intelligence, but having 
trouble learning 


57 


78 


62 



23 



ERIC 



27 



The American public's true ignorance of learning disabilities becomes 
abundantly clear when we ask whether nine conditions are associated 
with learning disabilities — majorities believe that all nine are, and 
ranges from a low of 60% (blindness) to a high of 85% (mental 
retardation). 

• That mental retardation would be perceived to be associated with 
learning disabilities is bad enough — that it ranks at the top of the 
American public's list is further evidence of misunderstanding. 

• Additional cause for alarm arises by the nearly equal responses 
given to Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), dyslexia, autism and 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), all of which are 
believed to be associated with learning disabilities by about 8 in 10 
Americans. 

• The extent of confusion and ignorance that exists also is witnessed 
by the 66% of Americans who said deafness, and the 60% who 
said blindness, was associated with learning disabilities. 



Are Each of the Following Conditions Associated With Learning 
Disabilities, Or Not? [Q.12] 



Yes, LD - It depends [_J No, not LD 



Don't know 




Mental retardation 



Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) 



Dyslexia 




Autism, that is, a mental condition 
which prevents people from 
responding to the environment 
and people around them 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) 



Emotional disorders 



Substance abuse on the part of a parent 



Deafness 



Blindness 







• Sadly, these same misconceptions are held by teachers and those 
who report direct experience with learning disabilities — groups 
which should know better. 



In short, the research documents an overwhelming need for 
widespread — and targeted — education in this area. 



Are Each of the Following Conditions Associated With Learning 
Disabilities, Or Not? [Q.12] 



(Yes Responses) 





Total 

% 


Teachers 

% 


Total 
exper. 
w/LDs 
% 


Mental retardation 


85 


79 


83 


Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) 


81 


87 


83 


Dyslexia 


81 


90 




Autism, that is, a mental condition 
which prevents people from 
responding to the environment 
and people around them 


80 


86 


79 


Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD) 


. 79 


91 


85 


Emotional disorders 


77 


86 


77 


Substance abuse on the part 
of a parent 


73 


80 


72 


Deafness 


66 


64 


61 


Blindness 


60 


61 


59 
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• As far as the nature of learning disabilities is concerned, a slim 
majority (56%) believe that learning disabilities are genetic, while 
3 in 10 say they are not genetic and 2 in 10 don't know. 



As Far As You Know, Are Learning Disabilities Genetic, That is, Can 
They Be Passed Down From Generation to Generation? [Q.17] 




Yes, genetic 
and passed down 
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SCHOOLS AND TEACHING 

How does the American public perceive our school system and the 
quality of education it offers? 

• Generally, there is a propensity to believe inequality is built into 
our schools — a majority of Americans expect inequities to exist 
in our educational system. 

• Specifically, fifty-four percent of Americans believe that schools 
are set up to offer some children a better education than others, 
while 39% disagree. 



Do Public Schools Offer All Children an Equal Education or Are 
Schools Set Up to Offer Some Children a Better Education Than 
Others? [Q.2] 



I — Don't know (4%) 




Offer all children 
an equal education 
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• For the most part, sixty-one percent of the American public 
believes that children with different learning styles receive the 
same (44%) or better (17%) education than other children. About 
one in three believe that they receive a worse education. 

• For perspective, it's interesting to note that children with different 
learning styles are believed to be treated about the same as those 
with physical disabilities (49% same, 15% better) and those for 
whom English is a second language (46% same, 15% better). In 
each case, however, for every person that says these groups receive 
better treatment, about two i>ay worse. 

• Gifted children (56% better, 33% same) are perceived to receive 
the best education , followed by children from rural areas (28% 
better, 50% same). 

• And where does the greatest inequity rest? The American public 
points most often to the inequities present in our inner city schools: 
47% say that children who live in inner cities receive a worse 
education than most children. 



How Would You Compare the Quality of Education For Each 
Group Compared to Most Children? [Q.3] 



Better V~\ Same j~J Worse 



Gifted children 















3"'' : " 


7 






-•-..-> - • 





Children who live in rural areas 





















14 











Children whose style of learning 
is different from most 













30 









Children with physical disabilities 



Children for whom English 
is a second language 



• 15 


49 


26 




15 


46 


27 



Children who live in inner cities 



B 



37 



47 
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• Those who are most intimately involved with learning disabled 
children, their parents and teachers, are slightly more likely to 
perceive that children with different learning styles are treated 
worse. 

• However, majorities of both groups believe that these children i 
treated at least as well as most other children. 



How Would You Compare the Quality of Education For Children 
Whose Style of Learning Is Different From Most? [Q.3] 



I2M Child has l.Tt Teachers 

% % % 

Better 17 | 6 , g 

Same 44 4 , 34 

Worse 30 40 35 

Don't know 10 4 ] 3 
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The American Public and teachers agree teaching to individuals is 
preferred to teaching to the most common learning style 

. When asked to weigh the need for more adaptive teaching versus 
teaching to the most common learning style, strong support (61%) 
exists in the American public for teachers to adapt their teaching 
style for every child to reach their full potential - half as many 
(32%) disagree, saying that teachers should teach to the most 
common learning style. 

. Teachers (67%) are even more likely to endorse teaching to 
individual learning styles, while about 2 in 10 want to stick to 
teaching to the most common learning style. 



Do Teachers Need to Adapt Their Teaching For Every Child to 
Reach Their Full Potential, Or Should They Teach to the Most 
Common Learning Style? [Q.19] 
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The American public is uncertain about how to right a perceived 
wrong, and is divided when the proposed solution involves a funding 
decision. 

• When discussion turns from teaching styles to dollars and cents, 
Americans are divided right down the middle about whether more 
resources should be devouJ to the learning disabled (45%), or 
instead to basic services for all children (45%). 

• When we ask teachers this question, the scale tips in favor of basic 
services (51%) over more resources to the learning disabled (37%). 
In the face of a zero-sum game, teachers opt for basic services for 
all children. 
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Should More Resources Be Devoted to the Learning Disabled, Or 
Should Available Resources Be Spent on Basic Services For All 
Children? [Q.21] 
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• If Americans are divided about how to allocate their school's 
budgetary priorities, they are not when it comes to identifying 
learning disabilities, possibly realizing that an ounce of prevention, 
or in this case identification, is worth a pound of cure. 

• As far as diagnosis is concerned, for the American public earlier is 
not better, it's best. Americans favor the earliest identification 
possible, in preschool (68%). 



When Should Children With Learning Disabilities Be Identified 
and Their Needs Addressed? [Q.20] 
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INFORMATION SOURCES 

Where would Americans turn if they were told that a child of theirs 
had learning disabilities? As one might expect, such a diagnosis is 
instinctively a family concern; 98% of the American public would 
discuss it within their own family. 

• However, after the obligatory family discussion, nearly equal 
numbers of Americans believe some action must be taken, and 
95% say they would seek medical or professional help. 

• A somewhat lower number of Americans (74%) would discuss this 
with their friends. 

• Few Americans (8%) say they would actually keep such a 
diagnosis to themselves. 
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What Would You Do If A Child of Yours Had Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.14] 



Yes 



H Don't Know 



Discuss it within your family 




1% 



Seek medical or professional help 




Discuss it with friends 




W 

J 4 



Keep it to yourself 



90 



1 
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Interestingly, learning disabilities is an area where men and women do 
not disagree. 

• As they consider what they would do if their child had learning 
disabilities, equal numbers of men and women say they would 
discuss it within their family (98% each), seek medical or 
professional help (95% each) and discuss it with their friends (73% 
of men, 75% of women). 

• However, twice as many men (11%) as women (5%) would keep 
this diagnosis to themselves, possibly reflecting the greater 
propensity within men to keep things to themselves generally. 



What Would You Do If A Child of Yours Had Learning 
Disabilities? [Q.14] 



Gender 



Total Male Female 

% % % 

Discuss it w/in family 98 98 98 

Seek medical ... 95 95 95 

Discuss it w/friends 74 73 75 

Keep it to yourself 8 11 5 
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Moving below the level of general reaction, after their immediate 
response and discussion has taken place, where do Americans think 
they will turn specifically? 



• The American public perceives learning disabilities as more of a 
school concern than a medical concern. 

• On an unaided basis, the American public will turn in largest 
numbers — about half — to the schools, which tops their unaided 
list of places to turn to for information about learning disabilities. 
However, this figure increases to 6 in 10 Americans when we 
combine the responses for school counselor (6%) and teachers 
(5%) with school (49%). 

• Using this figure, about twice as many Americans (6 in 10) will 
turn to their school as will turn to a doctor or pediatrician (3 in 10). 

• About 1 in 5 Americans will go to their library for information 
about learning disabilities, and about 1 in 10 to social services or a 
government agency. 

• Three percent or less would turn to their local board of education 
or hospital (3% each) or to their phone book, their church, 
minister, or pastor, or to books generally (2% each). 



Where Do You Think You Would Turn to Find Information 
About Learning Disabilities? [Q.15] 



(Volunteered) 



School 



149% 



Doctor/Phystctan/Pediatrician 

Library 

Social services/ 
A government agency 

School counselor 
Friends/Relatives 
Teachers 



Professionals (non-specific) | |4 

Hospital 

Phone book £ 2 

Church/Minister/Pastor £2 

Books 1 2 
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When asked where they would look for information on an aided basis 
(when offered a list of possible information sources), some Americans 
appear to rethink their top-of-mind (unaided) response resulting in the 
equivocation of doctors, school counselors or administrators, and 
teachers. 

• While we found a 2 to 1 inclination towards schools over doctors 
top-of-mind, we now find family doctors and pediatricians (72% 
very likely) are equally likely to be turned to for information as 
school counselors or administrators (70% very likely), when 
Americans are presented with the choices. A somewhat smaller 
64% of Americans would be very likely to look for information 
directly from school teachers. 

• Fifty percent of Americans say they would be very likely to go to 
the library for information about learning disabilities, while one in 
four (24%) would be very likely to go to a bookstore and about 1 
in 5 say they would be very likely to look in the Yellow Pages. 

• Possibly reflecting the alarming number of Americans who 
incorrectly associate learning disabilities with mental retardation, 
autism and other emotional disorders, four in ten Americans (44%) 
also would be very likely to look for information about learning 
disabilities from a psychologist or psychiatrist. 
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How Likely Would You Be to Look For Information About 
Learning Disabilities In Each of the Following Places? [Q16] 



□ 

A family doctor/pediatrician 
A school admi nistrator/counselor 
A school teacher 
The library 
A psychologist/psychiatrist 
A bookstore 
The Yellow Pages 



Very i — | Somewhat i — i Somewhat 
unlikely I — I unlikely I — 1 likely 



Very 
likely 









■ 'a. * 




4 


4 


19%JBB 


72% • 


















29 


18 


29 


j 24 ' 
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MESSAGES 



The most basic message in use today is the name learning disabilities 
itself. For comparison, two additional names — learning differences, 
and learning difficulties — were tested to gauge the relative impact of 
all three names on the level of concern they generate. It should be 
noted, however, that no definition of learning disabilities had been 
given respondents at this point in the interview. 

• Majorities of Americans would react with great concern if a child 
or grandchild of theirs were found to have any of these three 
problems. Further, nearly all Americans would react with at least 
some concern to all three names tested. 

• Specifically, ninety-one percent of Americans would react with 
some (26%) or great (65%) concern if a child or grandchild of 
theirs were found to have learning differences. 

• A slightly higher nearly universal ninety-seven percent of 
Americans would react with some (19%) or great (78%) concern if 
a child or grandchild of theirs were found to have learning 
difficulties. 

• Finally, learning disabilities appear to be synonymous to learning 
difficulties as far as the level of overall concern each generates — 
ninety-seven percent of Americans would also react with some 
(15%) or great (82%) concern if a child or grandchild of theirs 
were found to have learning disabilities. 



How Would You React If a Child or Grandchild of Yours Were 
Found to Have the Following? [Q.4] 




Learning 
difficulties 



1 



No concern (1%) 
Little concern (2%) 

Some concern 




Great concern 



No concern (1%) 

Little concern (2%) 

Some concern 



Learning 
disabilities 



1 



•Don't know (1%) 




Great concern 
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• Americans least successful at school are the most concerned by the 
prospect of a child or grandchild of theirs being diagnosed with 
learning disabilities, possibly reflecting their own experiences in 
school and subsequent to it. 

• Interestingly, or curiously, depending on your perspective, 
Americans who report having direct experience with learning 
disabilities would have only marginally greater concern (86%) than 
the average American (82%) would by the prospect of a child or 
grandchild of theirs receiving such a diagnosis. 



How Would You React If a Child or Grandchild of Yours Were 
Found to Have Learning Disabilities? [Q.4] 









Education 




Total 
exper 
w/LD 




Total 


Non-High 
School Grad 


High 
Schl. Grad 


Some 
College 


College 
Grad or More 




% 


% 


% 


% 


% 


% 


Great concern 


82 


87 


85 


81 


76 


86 


Some concern 


15 


8 


13 


16 


23 


13 


Little concern 


2 


2 


1 


2 


. 1 


1 


No concern 


1 


3 


1 




1 


1 



Midway through the survey, respondents were told precisely what 
learning disabilities are and what they are not. The following 
statement was read to respondents: 

"The term 'learning disability' means a disorder in one or more of the 
basic processes involved in understanding spoken or written language. 
It may show up as a problem in listening, thinking, speaking, reading, 
writing or spelling or in a person's ability to do math, despite at least 
average intelligence. The term does not include children who have 
learning problems which are primarily the result of visual, hearii: „; 
physical handicaps, or mental retardation, or emotional disturbance, or 
of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage." 



Having thus been explained as clearly as possible what learning 
disabilities are, the American public's level of concern does not 
change from the concern reported prior to hearing this definition. 



• Ninety-seven percent of Americans say that they would react with 
some (17%) or great (80%) concern if a child or grandchild of 
theirs were found to have learning disabilities after hearing this 
statement, unchanged from their earlier response in which 97% 
said they would react with some (15%) or great (82%) concern 
without heard this statement. 



With This in Mind, How Would You React If a Child or Grandchild 
of Yours Were Found to Have Learning Disabilities? [Q.13] 



Little concern (1%) 




Don't know/Refused (1%) 



Some concern 




Great concern 
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• Concern about learning disabilities remains greatest among the less 
educated and among those with direct experience with learning 
disabilities. 

• As before, concern about learning disabilities decreases as 
education increases, from 83% of non-high school grads to 74% of 
Americans who have completed college or more. 



With This in Mind, How Would You React If a Child or Grandchild 
of Yours Were Found to Have Learning Disabilities? [Q.13] 



Education 



Great concern 
Some concern 
Little concern 
No concerr 



Total 

% 
80 

17 



Non-High High 
School Grad Schl. Grad 



% 
83 

12 

2 

1 



84 
14 
1 



Some College 
College Grad or More 



78 
21 



% 
74 

24 

2 



Total 
exper. 

vdLD. 

% 
85 

14 
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The survey also tested the public's agreement with a variety of 
statements regarding what learning disabilities are and how they 
should be treated in schools and in society. 

• The American public overwhelmingly perceives that learning 
disabled children are being put down by teachers and fellow 
students at school and, worse, are dropping out of school if their 
special needs are not recognized or met. 

• Eighty-six percent of Americans somewhat (20%) or strongly 
(66%) agree that if their special needs are not recognized and 
addressed, children with learning disabilities are more likely than 
most to drop out of school, while 85% somewhat (34%) or strongly 
(51%) agree they are often put down by teachers and fellow 
students at school. 

• Teachers' time and training are both concerns for the majorities of 
the American public as they consider learning disabled children: 
eighty-one percent of Americans somewhat (32%) or strongly 
(49%) agree that most teachers don't have the training to teach 
learning disabled children, while 68% somewhat (31%) or strongly 
(37%) agree that teachers lack the time or resources to do so. 

• Contrast this concern for teachers' time and training with the 
slightly lower 61% of Americans who somewhat (32%) or strongly 
(29%) agree that teachers can meet the needs of children with 
different learning styles without shortchanging the rest of the class. 
Further, a 61% majority of Americans somewhat (19%) or strongly 
(42%) disagree that it's difficult for teachers to adjust their 
teaching styles to meet every child's needs, and another 64% 
somewhat (24%) or strongly (40%) disagree that there is too much 
specialization in schools and that adding learning disabled children 
to the mix would hurt the overall quality of education. 



However, sizable majorities of the American public are skeptical 
of learning disabilities in general. Sixty-four percent of Americans 
somewhat (38%) or strongly (26%) agree that learning disabilities 
are caused by the home environment, while 62% somewhat (36%) 
or strongly (26%) agree that what some people refer to as learning 
disabilities are sometimes just an excuse teachers use when they 
can't control or teach children. 

Another 53% of Americans somewhat (33%) or strongly (20%) 
agree that sometimes what people refer to as learning disabilities 
are really just the result of laziness and are not disabilities. 

Significantly, seventy-eight percent of 'Americans appear to 
understand the permanent challenge learning disabilities present 
children, as they somewhat (18%) or strongly (60%) disagree that 
learning disabilities are temporary conditions that many children 
will outgrow on their own, thereby allowing schools not to worry 
about them. 



52 



What Is Your Level of Agreement or Disagreement With the 
Following Statements About Learning Disabilities? [Q18] 



□ Strongly 
disagree 



If their special needs are not recognized and addressed, 
children with learning disabilities are more likely than most 
children to drop out of school. 

Children with learning disabilities are often put down by 
teachers or fellow students. 



Most teachers don't have the training necessary to teach 
learning disabled children. 



Teachers simply don't have the time or resources to deal 
with children with learning disabilities; they have too many 
other things to worry about to cover the basics. 

Learning disabilities are often caused by the home 
environment children are raised in. 



What some people refer to as learning disabilities are 
sometimes just an excuse teachers use when they can't 
control or teach children. 

Teachers can meet the individual needs of children with 
different learning styles without shortchanging the rest of 
the class. 

Sometimes what people call learning disabilities are really 
just the result of laziness and are not disabilities. 



It's very difficult for teachers 10 adjust their teaching style 
to meet every child's needs; they should just teach all 
children in the same way. 

There is already too much specialization in the schools 
today; adding children with learning differences to the mix 
will only hurt the quality of education overall. 

Learning disabilities are temporary conditions that many 
children will outgrow on their own, so schools don't really 
have to worry about them. 



□ 



Somewhat 
disagree 



Somewhat 
agree 



Strongly 
agree 
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14 
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18 


17 
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40 


24 
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1 
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Children are not the only ones struggling with the impact learning 
disabilities present, and majorities of Americans agree that adults who 
have learning disabilities suffer injustices as well. However, in a 
telling contradiction, Americans agree on the one hand that adults 
who have learning disabilities can perform theh jobs equally well as 
others, but in the next breath say they aren't safe to be around in the 
workplace. 

• An overwhelming 89% of Americans agree somewhat (30%) or 
strongly (59%) that adults who have learning disabilities suffer a 
lot of pain and humiliation because they are discriminated against. 

• Eight in ten Americans agree somewhat (38%) or strongly (42%) 
that adults who have learning disabilities are equally capable of 
performing their jobs as other employees. 

• Further, six in ten Americans agree somewhat (35%) or strongly 
(30%) that adults who have learning disabilities are sometimes 
fired when their learning disability becomes public. 

• However, misconceptions and misunderstandings remain, as 63% 
of Americans agree somewhat (35%) or strongly (30%) that adults 
who have learning disabilities are sometimes not safe to be around 
in the workplace. 
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Level of Agreement or Disagreement With Statements About 
Adults Who Have Learning Disabilities [Q.23] 



Strongly | — | Somewhat pnja Somewhat 
disagree I — I disagree uiUM agree 



Strongly 
agree 



Suffer a lot of pain and humiliation 
because they are discriminated against. 



Are sometimes fired, despite good 
performance on the job, when their 
learning disability becomes public. 



Are sometimes not safe to be around in 
the workplace. 




Are equally capable of performing their 






38 


-. 42 


jobs as other employees. 


6 


11 













42 



21 



13 


16 


i' 


30 









The American public is very open to a variety of messages about 
learning disabilities, all of which would make overwhelming 
majorities of Americans more supportive of spending additional 
resources to help teach children with learning disabilities — of six 
such statements tested, support generated for more funding ranges 
from a low of 79% to a high of 93%. 

• When presented with the message that learning disabilities are 
permanent, but that children can be taught over time to compensate 
for them with early diagnosis and proper instruction, more than 9 
in 10 Americans say they would be somewhat (38%) or much 
(55%) more supportive of increasing spending to help teach 
children with learning disabilities. 

• Similar support for increased funding is also generated by 
messages that tie diagnosis and intervention to cost effectiveness 
(33% somewhat more, 52% much more supportive); that highlight 
that 10% of the population is estimated to be learning disabled 
(38% somewhat more, 45% much more supportive); and that 
mention the potentially psychologically damaging side effects 
children with learning disabilities may experience from being put 
down and belittled in school (34% somewhat more, 48% much 
more supportive). 

• That learning disabled children are typically of average to above 
average intelligence also generates significant support, as 8 1 % of 
Americans say they would be somewhat (43%) or much (38%) 
more supportive of greater funding for teaching if this were so, 
while another 79% would be somewhat (36%) or much (43%) 
more supportive when told that learning disabilities are genetic. 
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Considering Each of the Following Statements, How Much More or 
Less Supportive Would You Be of Schools Spending Additional 
Resources to Help Teach Children With Learning Disabilities? [Q.22] 



□ Much 
less 



□ Somewhat 
less 



Somewhat 
more 



Learning disabilu'p-s are permanent, but children 
can over time be taught to compensate for them 
with early diagnosis and proper instruction. 

Early diagnosis and intervention of learning 
disabilities is cost effective. . . 



As much as ten percent of the population is 
estimated to be learning disabled. 



Children with learning disabilities are belittled 
and put down in school, with potentially 
psychologically damaging side effects. . . 

Learning disabled people were typically of 
average to above average intelligence. 



Learning disabilities were genetic, that is, they 
could be passed down from generation to 
generation. 













3 


8 


33 




52 . 



10 



12 



38% 
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Much 
more 





38 



4 


11 
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METHODOLOGY 



This report is based on telephone interviews with a nationwide cross- 
section of 1,200 adults ages 18 and older. Respondents were located 
utilizing a Random Digit Dialing sample, with the interviewing 
conducted between January 3 and January 22, 1995. The findings in 
this report are projectable to the universe of adults ages 18 and older 
within a margin of sampling error of +/-2.8 percentage points. Margin 
of sampling error is larger on sub-groups. A minimum amount of 
weighting was applied to bring the sample in line with current census 
data for household income and education level. 



POSTED 
QUESTIONNAIRE 



o 

ERIC 



64 



« • 



ROPER STARCH WORLDWIDE Study # 544-127 

205 East 42nd Street January 1 995 
New York, NY 10017 LEARNING DISABILITY STUDY 

(Posted Questionnaire) 



Name: 


Tel.: ( ) 


Address: 


C\ty 


State: Zip: 


TntMvip.wer: 


n>at<v 





ASK TO SPEAK WITH THE MALE/FEMALE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD WHO 
IS 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. 

Hello, my name is and I'm calling from Roper Starch Worldwide, the national 

opinion research firm located in New York. We are conducting a study about issues affecting 
children and their schools, and would like to include your opinion. Please be assured that this is in 
no way a sales call, and any answers you give will be kept strictly confidential. 



To begin, how would you rate the educational system in America today? Would you say 
that America's education system is doing an excellent, good, fair or poor job of educating 
children? 

Excellent 5% 

Good 27 

Fair 46 

Poor 21 

DK/re fused 1 

Generally speaking, do you feel the public schools in this country offer ail children an 
equal education or do you feel that the schools are set up to offer some children a better 
education than others? 

Offer all children an equal education 39% 

Schools are set up to offer some children 

a better education than others 54 

It depends (VOL.) 3 

Don't know 4 
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3. Specifically, do you feel that (READ LIST) receive a better education than most children, 
about the same education as most, or a worse education than most children? 

(ROTATE) Better Same Worse DK 



a. 


Children who live in inner cities 


7% 


37% 


47% 


10% 


b. 




15 


49 


26 


10 


c. 


Gifted children 


56 


33 


7 


4 


d. 


Children whose style of learning is different from most. 17 


44 


30 


10 


e. 


Children who live in rural areas 


28 


50 


14 


8 


f. 


Children for whom English is a second language 


15 


46 


27 


12 



4. Now, what if a child or grandchild of yours were found to have (READ ITEM) , how 
would you react? Would you say that you would react with great concern, some concern, 
little concern or no concern? 

Great Some Little No Don't 
(ROTATE) Concern Concern Concer n Concern Know 

"a Learning difficulties 78% 19% 2% 1% --% 

b Learning differences 65 26 4 1 3 

c Learning disabilities 82 15 2 1 1 



5. Have you or has anyone in your family experienced any of the following? If so, who? 
(MULTIPLE RECORD) 

Yes, Some- 
Yes, one else 

(ROTATE) Respondent in Family No DK 

a Hyperactivity 8% 20% 71% 1% 

b Numbers and letters reversing 

when you try to read them 6 10 82 2 

c Trouble learning how to read 8 15 77 

d Trouble learning how to write 4 9 87 

e Average or above average intelligence, but 

having trouble learning 10 18 70 2 

f Slow learner 9 18 73 

g Problems in school requiring special assistance 

or special education classes 7 19 73 

h Trouble organizing information 8 17 74 1 

i Trouble concentrating on school work 16 27 57 

For the rest of our' discussion, I'd like to focus specifically on learning disabilities. 

6. What exactly do you think of when you hear the term learning disabilities? 
PROBE: Anything else? IF DYSLEXIA MENTIONED: Anything else? 
(RECORD BELOW) 



Nothing/Don't know X 

7. Do you or does anyone close to you have learning disabilities? Who is that? 

Yes, respondent 7% (ASK Q.8) . 

Yes, child 9 

Yes, someone else close (SPECIFY) : ... 13 

No, no one 71 (GOTOQ.ll) 

DK/Refused 1 
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(ASK Q8 FOR EACH PERSON MENTIONED WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES) 

8. And when was it detennined that you/they had learning disabilities? Was that before 
elementary school, in elementary school, in middle school/junior high, in high school or 
was it later than that? 









Someone 




Self 


Child 


Close 


Before elementary school 


25% 


26% 


37% 


Elementary school 


46 


56 


39 


Middle school/junior high, 


8 


5 


14 


High school 


6 


3 


2 


Later than hi ah school 


12 


0 


3 


DK/refused 


2 


1 


4 



(ASK ONLY THOSE WHO RESPONDED IN Q.7 THAT YES, THEY 
THEMSELVES HAVE A LEARNING DISABILITY) 

9. And how would you characterize your school experience? Would you say you were 
treated equally to the other children at school, or were you treated somehow as less than 
equal to other children? 

Treated equally 55% 

Treated as less than equal 44 

DK/Refused 1 



9a. And, thinking of your needs at that time, would you say your education was excellent, 
good, fair or poor? 

Excellent 16% 

Good 29 

Fair . 27 

Poor 28 

DK/Refused 0 



(ASK Q10 & QlOa IF RESPONDED IN Q.7 THAT A CHILD OF THEIRS HAS 
LEARNING DISABILITIES: OTHERS, SKIP TO Q.ll.) 

10. And how would you characterize your child's school experience? Would you say your 
child was/is treated equally to the other children at school, or was/is your child treated 
somehow as less than equal to other children? 

Treated equally 54% 

Treated as less than equal 38 

DK/Refused 8 
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10a. And, thinking of your child's needs, would you say your child's education was/is excellent, 
good, fair or poor? 



Excellent 14% 

Good 32 

Fair 27 

Poor 24 

DK/Refused 4 



(ASK EVERYONE) 

11. As far as you know or have heard, please tell me whether you believe each of the 
following is sometimes an indication of learning disabilities, or not. First, (READ ITEM) 

Yes, No, not an 

(ROTATE) Sometimes Indication Don't Know 



a 




58% 


38% 


4% 


b 


Numbers and letters reversing 












77 


20 


2 


c 




78 


20 


2 


d 




71 


25 


4 


e 


Average or above average intelligence, but 












57 


36 


7 


f 




68 


28 


4 


E 


Problems in school requiring special assistance 












76 


20 


3 


h 




69 


28 


3 


i 


Trouble concentrating on school work 


64 


33 


4 



12. Next, I am going to read a list of some conditions that may or may not be associated with 
learning disabilities. As far as you know or have heard, please tell me whether you think 
each one is or is not associated with learning disabilities (LDs). Let's start with 
(READ ITEM) 

Yes, No, It Depends Don't 

(ROTATE) LD Not LP (VOL.) Know 

a Mental retardation 85% 12% 2% 1% 

b Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) 81 12 2 5 

c Blindness : 60 36 3 2 

d Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD) 79 15 2 4 

e Deafness 66 31 2 0 

f Dyslexia 81 13 0 5 

g Emotional disorders 77 19 3 1 

h Autism, that is, a mental condition 

which prevents people from 

responding to the environment and 

people around them 80 14 1 4 

I Substance abuse on the part of 

a parent 73 22 3 2 

Up to this point we've been talking about learning disabilities without any clarification of what 
they really are. I'd now like to read you a brief statement that defines what learning disabilities 
are: 

"The term 'learning disability' means a disorder in one or more of the basic processes 
involved in understanding spoken or written language. It may show up as a problem in 
listening, thinking, speaking, reading, writing or spelling or in a person's ability to do 
math, despite at least average intelligence. The term does not include children who have 
learning problems which are primarily the result of visual, hearing or physical handicaps, 
or mental retardation, or emotional disturbance, or of environmental, cultural, or 
economic disadvantage." 

13. With this in mind, how would you react if a child or grandchild of yours were found to 
have learning disabilities? Would you say that you would react with great concern, some 
concern, little concern or no concern? 

Great concern 80% 

Some concern 17 

Little concern 1 

No concern -- 

DK/Refused 1 



* 0 



14. And what do you think you would do if you learned that a child of yours had learning 
disabilities? Would you ...(READ LIST), or not? 



(ROTATE) 

a Seek medical or professional help 

b Discuss it within your family 

c Discuss it with friends 

d Keep it to yourself 



Yes No Don't Know 

, 95% 3% 2% 

.98 2 1 

.74 22 4 

..8 90 2 



15. And if you wanted today to get information about learning disabilities, where do you think 
you would turn to find information about them? PROBE: Anywhere else? 
(RECORD BELOW) 



16. Here is a list of places other people have mentioned as possible sources of information 
about learning disabilities. For each, please tell me how likely you would be to look there 
for information about or assistance with learning disabilities. To begin, how about 
(READ ITEM)? Do you think you would be very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat 
unlikely or very unlikely to look for information about learning disabilities here? 



Some- Some- 

(ROTATE) Very what what Very 

Likely Likely Unlikely Unlikely DK 

a The Yellow Pages 19% 24% 19% 36% 1% 

b A psychologist/psychiatrist 44 28 10 17 1 

c The library 50 28 10 11 1 

d A family doctor/pediatrician 72 19 4 4 , 

e A bookstore 24 29 18 29 

f A school teacher 64 24 6 6 

g A school administrator/counselor 70 21 4 5 1 



17. As far as you know, are learning disabilities genetic, that is, can they be passed down from 
generation to generation, or not? 

Yes, genetic and passed down 57% 

No, not genetic 27 

Don't know 17 
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18. Now I'm going to read to you a list of statements that some people have made about 
children with learning disabilities. For each, tell me again whether you sttongly agree, 
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree. First, (READ ITEM) 



(ROTATE) 



Strongly 
Agree 



Learning disabilities are often caused 

by the home environment children 

are raised in 26% 



Some- 
what 
Agree 



38% 



Some- 
what Strongly 
Disagree Disag ree 



14% 



20% 



Don't 
Know 



2% 



Teachers simply don't have the time 
or resources to deal with children 
with learning disabilities; they have 
too many other things to worry about 

to cover the basics 37 31 14 16 

Teachers can meet die individual needs 
of children with different learning 
styles without shortchanging the rest 

of the class 29 32 18 17 

If their special needs are not recognized 
and addressed, children with learning 
disabilities are more likely than most 

children to drop out of school 66 20 7 5 

Sometimes what people call learning 
disabilities are really just the result of 

laziness and are not disabilities 20 33 20 26 

Most teachers don't have the training 
necessary to teach learning disabled 

children 49 32 9 6 



Learning disabilities are temporary 
conditions that many children will 
outgrow on their own, so schools don't 
really have to worry about them 7 



13 



18 
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Children with learning disabilities are 
often put down by teachers or fellow 
students 51 



34 



a 

ERIC 



72 



18 (CON'T) 

Some- Some- 

Strongly what what Strongly Don't 

(ROTATE) Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Know 

i It's very difficult for teachers to adjust 
their teaching style to meet every 
child's needs; they should just teach all 

children in the same way 20% 17% 19% 42% 2% 

j What some people refer to as learning 

disabilities are sometimes just an excuse 
teachers use when they can't control or 

teach children 26 36 17 18 4 

k There is already too much specialization 
in the schools today; adding children 
with learning differences to the mix will 
only hurt the quality of education 

overall 15 17 24 40 4 



19. Some people say that for every child to reach their full potential, teachers need to adapt 
their teaching to meet children's individual learning styles, while others say that teachers 
should teach to the most common learning style. What do you think? Do teachers need 
to adapt their teaching for every child to reach their full potential, or should they teach to 
the most common learning style? 

Adapt to individual children's learning styles 61% 

Use most common learning style 32 

DK/Refused 7 



20. In your opinion, should children with learning disabilities be identified and their needs 
addressed when they are in preschool, kindergarten, elementary school, later than that, or 



should they not be identified at all? 

Preschool 68% 

Kindergarten 15 

Elementary 11 

Later than elementary 1 

Should not be identified 3 

DK/Refused 2 
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21. Thinking finally about schools and money, some people say that we should devote more 
resources to helping learning disabled children, while others say that available resources 
should be spent on providing basic services for all children. What do you think? 

Devote more resources to the learning disabled 45% 

No, spend on basic services for all children 45 

It depends (VOL.) 8 

DK/Refused 3 

22. Suppose that (READ ITEM) , would that make you much more, somewhat more, 
somewhat less or much less supportive of school's spending additional resources to help 
teach children with learning disabilities? 



(ROTATE) 

a As much as ten percent of the population 



is estimated to be learning disabled 45% 

b Learning disabled people were typically of 



Learning disabilities are permanent, but 
children can over time be taught to 
compensate for them with early diagnosis 



Children with learning disabilities are 
belittled and put down in school, with 
potentially psychologically damaging side 



Much 
More 


Some- 

whnf 

*■ 1144 1. 

More 


Some- 
what 
Less 


Much 
Less 


DK7 
Refused 


45% 


38% 


10% 


3% 


4% 


38 


43 


12 


3 


4 


55 


38 


4 


1 


2 


48 


34 


8 


7 


3 



e Early diagnosis and intervention of learning 
disabilities is cost effective, yielding savings in 
social costs, human costs, and financial costs, 
when compared to the costs of doing nothing 

and wasting human potential 52 33 8 

f Learning disabilities were genetic, that is, they 
could be passed down from generation to 

generation 43 36 11 
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23. And finally, here are some statements that other people have made about adults who have 
learning disabilities. For each, tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree. First, (READ ITEM) 

Some- Some- 
Strongly what what Strongly Don't 
(ROTATE) Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Know 

People with learning disabilities... 

a Are sometimes not safe to be 

around in the workplace 12% 21% • 21% 42% 3% 

b Are equally capable of performing 

their jobs as other employees 42 38 11 6 3 

c Are sometimes fired, despite good 
performance on the job, when their 

learning disability becomes public 30 35 16 13 6 

d Suffer a lot of pain and humiliation 

because they are discriminated against. 59 30 5 4 2 



I have just a few more questions for classification purposes. 



D-l. Do you have any children under the age of 18 living in the household? 



Yes 377 c (ASK D-2.) 

No 62 (GOTOD-3) 

DK/Refused -- 
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D-2. For each of the following categories, please tell me how many of your children attend 
school at each grade level and whether it's a public, private or parochial school? 



Public 79% 

Private 13% 

Both 8% 



PUBLIC PRIVATE/PAROCHIAL 



Have Child(ren) at Each Have Child(ren) at Each 

Level (Not Cumulative) Level (Not Cumulative) 

Grades 10-12 40% Grades 10-12 26% 

Grades 7-9 39 Grades 7-9 20 

Grades 4-6 44 Grades 4-6 24 

Early elementary (K-3) 42 Early elementary (K-3) 34 

Pre-School age (not yet in K) 22 Pie-School age (not yet in K) 33 

Refused 10 Refused 5 

D-3. And what is your present occupation? 

Executive/Professional 18% 

White collar 17 

Teacher 6 

Blu collar 21 

Housewife 12 

Student 6 

Retired 15 

Other 2 

Refused 1 

D-4. What was die last grade of school you completed -- not counting specialized schools like 
secretarial, art or trade schools? 

Non-high school graduate (0-1 1) 19% 

High school graduate (12) 38 

Some college (13-15) 22 

College grad or more (16+) 20 

Refused 1 



D-5. I'm going to read you some age groups. Would you stop me when I reach yours? 



18-24 13% 

25-34 21 

35-44 21 

45-54 17 

55 and above 27 

Refused 1 



D-6. And, in which of these groups would the combined annual income of all members of this 
household put you -- less than $15,000, $15,000 to $29,999, $30,000 to $49,999, or 



$50,000 and over? 

Under $15,000 17% 

$15,000 to $29,999 26 

$30,000 to $49,999 27 

$50,000 & Over 21 

Refused/NA 9 



D-7. What ethnicity are you? Are you: 

Black 11% 

White 80 

Asian 1 

Other 6 

Refused/NA ,.2 



D-8. And are you Hispanic, or not? 

Yes, Hispanic 5% 

No 94 

Refused/NA 1 

D-9. And what state do you live in? 

Northeast 20% 

South 35 

Midwest 24 

West 21 

D-9. GENDER: (BY OBSERVATION) Male 48% 

Female 52 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 
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